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May Birthdays

David Manning 5/01 Kelly Koenig 5/11
Lonnie Harris 5/14 George Kramer 5/14

Terri Edwards 5/19

Anniversaries

Brian Blaise 10 years Aden Breuklander 1 year

Louie Breuklander 1 year Arionne Coleman 3 years
Tammy Key 5 years Michael Orskog 2 years
Shelley Story 14 years Dillon Sullivan 3 years

Stephen Zicko 3 years

Important Dates

Truman Day (his birthday) is May 8, the Courthouse
will be closed.

Mother’s Day is May 11", Don’t forget Mom, none of us
would be here without her.

Memorial Day is May 26", the Courthouse will be closed.



We had a discussion with Mike Derren, of GBS, this week. The plan going
forward is to switch from Healthlink to Aetna by June 1%. In the
meantime, you can still be seen at MU Health as in Network. Aetna is in
Network with MU Health and our coverage will stay the same. There will
be no price increase for employees or change in the plan you selected.
Since more employees were affected by the loss of MU Health, the
decision to keep them in Network was given priority. As far as other
providers, most will still be in network, but make sure to contact your
provider to find out if they are in network.

I know this has been a very stressful time for all of us wondering about
our health care and I appreciate everyone’s patience. When the time
comes everyone will receive new insurance cards in the mail.

May 1st - Observed as May Day, a holiday and spring festival since ancient times,
also observed in socialist countries as a workers' holiday or Labor Day.

May 1, 1960 - An American U-2 spy plane flying at 60,000 feet was shot down over
Sverdlovsk in central Russia on the eve of a summit meeting between

President Dwight D. Eisenhower and Soviet Russia's Premier Nikita Khrushchev. The
sensational incident caused a cancellation of the meeting and heightened existing Cold
War tensions. The pilot, CIA agent Francis Gary Powers, survived the crash, and was
tried, convicted and sentenced to 10 years in prison by a Russian court. Two years
later he was released to America in exchange for an imprisoned Soviet spy. On his
return to America, Powers encountered a hostile public which apparently believed he
should not have allowed himself to be captured alive. He died in a helicopter crash in
1977.

May 2, 2011 - U.S. Special Operations Forces killed Osama bin Laden during a raid
on his secret compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan. The raid marked the culmination of
a decade-long manhunt for the elusive leader of the al-Qaeda terrorist organization
based in the Middle East. Bin Laden had ordered the coordinated aerial attacks of
September 11th, 2001, in which four American passenger jets were hijacked then
crashed, killing nearly 3,000 persons. Two jets had struck and subsequently collapsed
the 110-story Twin Towers of the World Trade Center in New York, while another



struck the Pentagon building in Washington, D.C. A fourth jet also headed toward
Washington had crashed into a field in Pennsylvania as passengers attempted to
overpower the hijackers on board.

May 4, 1970 - At Kent State University, four students - Allison Krause, 19; Sandra
Lee Scheuer, 20; Jeffrey Glenn Miller, 20; and William K. Schroeder, 19 - were killed
by National Guardsmen who opened fire on a crowd of 1,000 students protesting
President Richard Nixon's decision to invade Cambodia. Eleven others were
wounded. The shootings set off tumultuous campus demonstrations across America
resulting in the temporary closing of over 450 colleges and universities.

May Sth - Celebrated in Mexico as Cinco de Mayo, a national holiday in
remembrance of the Battle of Puebla in 1862, in which Mexican troops under General
Ignacio Zaragoza, outnumbered three to one, defeated the invading French forces of
Napoleon III.

May 5, 1865 - Decoration Day was first observed in the U.S., with the tradition of
decorating soldiers' graves from the Civil War with flowers. The observance date was
later moved to May 30th and included American graves from World War I and World
War II, and became better known as Memorial Day. In 1971, Congress moved
Memorial Day to the last Monday in May, thus creating a three-day holiday weekend.

May 5, 1961 - Alan Shepard became the first American in space. He piloted the
spacecraft Freedom 7 during a 15-minute 28-second suborbital flight that reached an
altitude of 116 miles (186 kilometers) above the earth. Shepard’s success occurred 23
days after the Russians had launched the first-ever human in space, cosmonaut Yuri
Gagarin, during an era of intense technological competition between the Russians and
Americans called the Space Race.

May 6, 1937 - The German airship Hindenburg burst into flames at 7:20 p.m. as it
neared the mooring mast at Lakehurst, New Jersey, following a trans-Atlantic voyage.
Thirty six of the 97 passengers and crew were killed. The inferno was caught on film
and also witnessed by a commentator who broke down amid the emotional impact and
exclaimed, "Oh, the humanity!" The accident effectively ended commercial airship
traffic.

May 7, 1915 - The British passenger ship Lusitania was torpedoed by a German
submarine off the coast of Ireland, losing 1,198 of its 1,924 passengers, including 114
Americans. The attack hastened neutral America's entry into World War I.

May 7, 1945 - In a small red brick schoolhouse in Reims, Germany, General Alfred
Jodl signed the unconditional surrender of all German fighting forces thus



ending World War II in Europe. Russian, American, British and French ranking
officers observed the signing of the document which became effective at one minute
past midnight on May 9th. Jodl was then ushered in to see Supreme Allied
Commander, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, who curtly asked Jodl if he fully
understood the document. Eisenhower then informed Jodl that he would be held
personally responsible for any deviation from the terms of the surrender. Jodl was
then ushered away.

May 7, 1954 - The French Indochina War ended with the fall of Dien Bien Phu, in a
stunning victory by the Vietnamese over French colonial forces in northern Vietnam.
The country was then in divided in half at the 17th parallel, with South Vietnam
created in 1955.

May 8, 1942 - During World War II in the Pacific, the Battle of the Coral Sea began
in which Japan would suffer its first defeat of the war. The battle, fought off New
Guinea, marked the first time in history that two opposing naval forces fought by only
using aircraft without the opposing ships ever sighting each other.

May 8, 1945 - A second German surrender ceremony was held in Berlin. Soviet
Russia's leader Josef Stalin had refused to recognize the German surrender document
signed a day earlier at Reims. This time, German Field Marshal Wilhelm

Keitel signed the surrender document which declared, as did the first, that hostilities
would end as of 12:01 a.m. on May 9th.

Birthday - Harry S. Truman (1884-1972) the 33rd U.S. President was born in Lamar,
Missouri. He became president upon the death of Franklin D. Roosevelt in April 1945.
Two weeks after becoming president he was informed of the top secret Atomic bomb
project. In the war against Japan, an Allied invasion of Japan was being planned
which would cost a minimum of 250,000 American lives. Truman then authorized the
dropping of the bomb. On August 6, 1945, the first bomb exploded over Hiroshima,
followed by a second bomb dropped on Nagasaki on August 9th. The next day, Japan
sued for peace. Truman served as President until January of 1953. He was the last of
only nine U.S. Presidents who did not attend college. His straightforward, honest, no-
nonsense style earned him the nickname, "Give 'em hell, Harry."

May 11, 1862 - To prevent its capture by Union forces advancing in Virginia, the
Confederate Ironclad Merrimac was destroyed by the Confederate Navy. In March,
the Merrimac had fought the Union Ironclad Monitor to a draw. Naval warfare was
thus changed forever, making wooden ships obsolete.

May 11, 1969 - During the Vietnam War, the Battle of "Hamburger Hill" began.
While attempting to seize the Dong Ap Bia Mountain, U.S. troops repeatedly scaled




the hill over a 10-day period and engaged in bloody hand-to-hand combat with the
North Vietnamese. After finally securing the objective, American military staff
decided to abandon the position, which the North Vietnamese retook shortly
thereafter. The battle highlighted the futility of the overall American military strategy.

May 12, 1949 - Soviet Russia lifted its blockade of Berlin. The blockade began on
June 24, 1948 and resulted in the Berlin airlift. For 462 days - from June 26, 1948,
until September 30, 1949, American and British planes flew about 278,000 flights,
delivering 2.3 million tons of food, coal and medical supplies to two million isolated
West Berliners. A plane landed in Berlin every minute from 11 Allied staging areas in
West Germany. The planes were nicknamed "candy bombers" after pilots began
tossing sweets to children. They also flew out millions of dollars worth of products
manufactured in West Berlin.

May 13, 1846 - At the request of President James K. Polk, Congress declared war on
Mexico. The controversial struggle eventually cost the lives of 11,300 U.S. soldiers
and resulted in the annexation of lands that became parts of Oklahoma, New Mexico,
Arizona, Nevada, California, Utah and Colorado. The war ended in 1848 with

the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.

May 13, 1943 - During World War II in North Africa, over 250,000 Germans and
Italians surrendered in the last few days of the Tunis campaign. British General
Harold Alexander then telegraphed news of the victory to Winston Churchill, who
was in Washington attending a war conference. The victory re-opened Allied shipping
lanes in the Mediterranean.

May 14, 1607 - The first permanent English settlement in America was established at
Jamestown, Virginia, by a group of royally chartered Virginia Company settlers from
Plymouth, England.

May 14, 1804 - Meriwether Lewis and William Clark departed St. Louis on their
expedition to explore the Northwest. They arrived at the Pacific coast of Oregon in
November of 1805 and returned to St. Louis in September of 1806, completing a
journey of about 6,000 miles.

May 19, 1943 - During World War II in Europe, Royal Air Force bombers
successfully attacked dams in the German Ruhr Valley using innovative ball-shaped
bouncing bombs that skipped along the water and exploded against the dams. The
dams had provided drinking water for 4 million persons and supplied 75% of the
electrical power for industry in the area.




May 20, 1927 - Charles Lindbergh, a 25-year-old aviator, took off at 7:52 a.m. from
Roosevelt Field, Long Island, in the Spirit of St. Louis attempting to win a $25,000
prize for the first solo nonstop flight between New York City and Paris. Thirty-three
hours later, after a 3,600 mile journey, he landed at Le Bourget, Paris, earning the
nickname "Lucky Lindy" and becoming an instant worldwide hero.

May 20, 1932 - Amelia Earhart became the first woman to fly solo across the
Atlantic. She departed Newfoundland, Canada, at 7 p.m. and landed near
Londonderry, Ireland, completing a 2,026-mile flight in about 13 hours. Five years
later, along with her navigator Fred Noonan, she disappeared while trying to fly her
twin-engine plane around the equator.

May 25, 1787 - The Constitutional Convention began in Philadelphia with delegates
from seven states forming a quorum.

May 26, 1940 - The Dunkirk evacuation began in order to save the British
Expeditionary Force trapped by advancing German armies on the northern coast of
France. Boats and vessels of all shapes and sizes ferried 200,000 British and 140,000
French and Belgian soldiers across the English Channel by June 2nd.

May 29, 1865 - Following the American Civil War, President Andrew Johnson issued
a proclamation granting general amnesty to Confederates. The amnesty excluded high
ranking Confederates and large property owners, who had to apply individually to the
President for a pardon. Following an oath of allegiance, all former property rights,
except slaves, were returned to the former owners.

May 30, 1943 - During World War II in the Pacific, the Aleutian Islands off the coast
of Alaska were retaken by the U.S. 7th Infantry Division. The battle began on May 12
when an American force of 11,000 landed on Attu. In three weeks of fighting U.S.
casualties numbered 552 killed and 1,140 wounded. Japanese killed numbered 2,352,
with only 28 taken prisoner, as 500 chose suicide rather than be captured.

I will be out of the office on 4/30 and return on 5/5. I was hoping to get
some pictures in the newsletter but ran out of time.

Michael Orskog, HR



